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Menander (c. 342–291 B.C.), athenian dramatist, was the greatest representa-
tive of the New Comedy. Out of more than one hundred plays he wrote, only one
survives in its entirety. This fragment comes from an unknown play.2

Ð m�n 'Ep…carmoj toÝj qeoÝj e�nai lšgei

¢nšmouj, Ûdwr, gÁn, ¼lion, pàr, ¢stšraj.

™gë d' Øpšlabon crhs…mouj e�nai qeoÝj

t¢rgÚrion ¹m‹n kaˆ tÕ crus…on [mÒnouj].

ƒdrus£menoj toÚtouj g¦r e„j t¾n o„k…an,5
eâxai t… boÚlei: p£nta soi gen»setai,

¢grÒj, o„k…ai, qer£pontej, ¢rgurèmata,

f…loi, dikasta…, m£rturej. mÒnon d…dou:

aÙtoÝj g¦r ›xeij toÝj qeoÝj Øphrštaj.

1This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License. To view
a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/.

2Menandri quae supersunt, vol. 2, 2nd ed., Ed. A. Körte et al. Leipzig: Teubner, 1959.

1
'Επίχαρµος Ð Epicharmus, comedy writer and philosopher. According to tradition, he was

born in Kos and lived between 540 and 450 B.C. θεός οà Ð,¹ god. λέγω pres. 3pl. say.
2
¥νεµος ου Ð wind. Ûδωρ δατος τό water. γÁ γÁς ¹ earth. ¼λιος ου Ð sun. πàρ πυρός τό

fire. ¢στήρ έρος Ð star.
3
Øπολαµβάνω aor. act. 1sg. believe, suspect; understand. χρήσιµος ον or ος η ον useful,

advantageous.
4
τ¢ργύριον = τÕ ¢ργύριον silver. ¹µε�ς dat. we. χρυσίον ου τό gold. µόνος η ον only;

alone
5
�δρύω mid. aor. part. nom. m. sg. to make to sit down; establish (persons in a place); dedicate

(a temple) ε�ς into + acc. ο�κία ας ¹ house, home.
6
εÜχοµαι mid. aor. imper. 2sg. pray, ask τίς τί int. pron. what? βούλοµαι mid. pres. ind. 2sg.

want, wish. π©ς π©σα π©ν nom. n. pl. every. σύ encl. dat. you. γίγνοµαι mid. fut. 3sg. be
born, come into being.

7
¢γρός οà Ð field. ο�κία ας ¹ house, home. θεράπων οντος Ð servant. ¢ργυρώµα ατος τό

silver plate.
8
φίλος ου Ð friend. δικαστής ου Ð juror. µάρτυς τυρος Ð witness. µόνον adv. only.

δίδωµι pres. imper. 2sg. give.
9
αÙτός ή ό self, lat. ipse. �χω fut. 2as. have. Øπηρέτης ου Ð servant, assistant.
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