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Though a word shaped̄˘̆ ¯ can theoretically occur 5 different places in a
hexameter line, it turns out that over 85% of the time a word that shape will occur
in one of two locations. This restriction of a word shape that might fit several
places to only two or three is known aslocalization. It further turns out that
localization habits are quite consistent across hexameter poets from Homer down
to the Hellenistic period.

The first systematic account of word shape localization was by Eugene G.
O’Neill, Jr. in The Localization of Metrical Word-types in the Greek Hexameter,
Yale Classical Studies, 8:105-178. His work was followed up by several people in
the same journal.

O’Neill’s pages of tables include the statistics for seven different poets. For
this article I will only include the statistics for theIliad, theOdysseyand Hesiod,
which in O’Neill’s paper is 1000 hexameters taken from both theWorks and Days
and theTheogony.1

I first started looking into localization as a tool to help me with my own Greek
verse composition. It is not the purpose of such work to produce works to rival
Homer, of course, but to gain a deeper appreciation for the subtleties of the litera-
ture in our own reading. The next time some commentator says a word is emphatic
in this or that position of a hexameter line, you should check the localization. It
may be the word could go nowhere else.

∗This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License. To view
a copy of this license, visithttp://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/ .

1Though Hellenistic poets are somewhat more restrictive in localization, it is not usually by
much. They differ from earlier practice more in the rhythm of the full line. Since my own interest
is in the archaic poets, I left out later poets.
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Notation. First, it’s necessary to talk about particular positions in the hexam-
eter line. Here I will be using van Raalte’s notation:

¯1 ¯̆̆̄
a b

2 ¯3 ¯̆̆̄
a b

4 ¯5 ¯̆̆̄
a b

6 ¯7 ¯̆̆̄
a b

8 ¯9 ¯̆̆̄
a b

10 ¯11¯̆12
In the work of O’Neill and Porter, position 2a is11

2
, 6a — a common caesura

position — is51
2
, etc. An even position number without the ‘a’ or ‘b’ indicates

contraction except for position 12, which is anceps and can only ever hold a single
syllable.

In most of the localization literature the position of a word shape is identified
by the position of thelast syllable. I will follow that convention here. So, in the
opening line of the Iliad —mÁnin ¥eide, qe£ — mÁnin is in position 2a,¥eide in
4a andqe£ in 5.

O’Neill’s method was to identify any syllable in position 12 as long. Since
a word naturally˘̄ ˘, for example, will be identified as˘̄ ¯ when it occurs in
position 12, tables nine and ten should be taken together. All such shapes ending
in ¯̆ should be compared to those ending in¯ .̄

Reading the tables. In the tables I include the statistics for the most com-
mon localizations. In the final row I list in descending order of frequency those
positions which occur less than 10% of the time in all of the three corpora. If a
position is not in this list, then that word shape never occurs in that position.

The table numbering here is the same as in O’Neill’s paper. I have omitted the
tables from 28 on, which contain rare word shapes and other statistics not about
localization itself.

Table One:˘
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
2a 15.1% 12.1% 13.0%
2b 15.1% 16.6% 13.9%
4a 11.3% 8.9% 8.7%
6a 14.3% 15.0% 17.6%
6b 12.9% 14.0% 11.3%
10a 11.1% 12.5% 12.5%
10b 8.4% 8.9% 10.1%

Others: 4b, 8b, 8a
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Table Two:̄
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
1 32.6% 30.5% 29.0%
3 19.4% 21.5% 27.2%
9 11.0% 10.2% 9.5%

Others: 2, 7, 4, 6, 8, 5, 12, 11

Table Three:˘̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
2b 18.0% 17.1% 14.5%
4b 19.4% 21.3% 12.7%
6b 15.3% 13.2% 18.0%
8b 36.7% 31.9% 42.1%
10b 10.6% 16.5% 12.9%

Table Four:˘̄
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
3 31.2% 26.4% 21.9%
5 12.9% 10.1% 13.6%
7 52.5% 59.4% 61.7%

Others: 11, 9

Table Five:̄ ˘
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
2a 28.7% 27.9% 32.1%
5a 27.8% 30.1% 23.3%
10a 35.9% 34.3% 36.8%

Others: 4a, 8a

Table Six:̄ ¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
2 21.2% 20.2% 21.1%
5 14.0% 12.5% 16.2%
7 6.4% 8.0% 10.5%
12 41.3% 41.7% 39.0%

Others: 3, 9, 8, 4, 11
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Table Seven:˘̆ ¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
3 13.9% 13.5% 13.6%
5 41.0% 34.0% 32.9%
7 33.8% 39.8% 38.9%
9 9.4% 10.7% 13.4%

Others: 11

Table Eight:̄ ˘̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
2b 25.7% 33.8% 32.3%
8b 29.4% 27.6% 28.0%
10b 35.3% 31.5% 36.2%

Others: 4b

Table Nine:˘̄ ˘
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
4a 11.6% 8.2% 12.5%
6a 75.8% 82.4% 66.3%
10a 3.1% 3.5% 15.0%

Others: 8a

Table Ten:˘̄ ¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
12 92.1% 92.9% 95.7%

Others: 8, 4

Table Eleven:˘̄ ˘̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
8b 95.3% 95.6% 88.2%
10b 3.2% 1.5% 10.0%

Others: 4

Table Twelve:̄ ¯̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
6a 59.7% 54.4% 54.9%
10a 31.9% 39.2% 42.4%

Others: 4a, 8a
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Table Thirteen:˘̆ ¯̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
6a 56.9% 62.5% 55.2%
10a 39.5% 33.1% 38.4%

Others: 4a, 8a

Table Fourteen:̄¯¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
3 49.4% 50.3% 46.0%
5 34.7% 31.8% 34.7%
12 7.1% 11.3% 8.0%

Others: 9, 11, 7, 8

Table Fifteen:̄ ˘̆ ¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
3 42.2% 37.3% 37.9%
5 37.6% 48.6% 48.6%
9 10.4% 9.0% 7.0%

Others: 11, 7

Table Sixteen:˘̆ ¯¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
12 96.2% 100% 96.5%

Others: 8, 4

Table Seventeen:̄̄ ˘̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
8b 63.8% 68.4% 64.8%
10b 36.2% 31.6% 35.2%

Table Eighteen:˘̆ ¯̆ ˘
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
8b 70.1% 63.2% 54.7%
10b 29.9% 35.5% 42.2%

Others: 4b

Table Nineteen:˘̄ ¯¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
5 41.7% 45.6% 63.5%
9 51.7% 54.4% 34.9%

Others: 7
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Table Twenty:˘̄ ˘̆ ¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
5 28.3% 23.5% 39.3%
9 67.9% 76.5% 55.4%

Others: 7

Table Twenty-one:̄ ¯¯̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
4a 17.8% 12.5% 6.4%
6a 66.7% 70.0% 68.1%
10a 15.6% 17.5% 25.5%

Table Twenty-two:̄ ˘̆ ¯̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
4a 10.0% 3.6% 4.3%
6a 62.5% 42.8% 78.3%
10a 27.5% 53.6% 17.4%

Table Twenty-three:̄¯¯¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
12 96.5% 96.3% 90.2%

Others: 9, 5, 4

Table Twenty-four:̄ ˘̆ ¯¯
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
12 100% 100% 100%

Table Twenty-five:˘̆ ¯̆ ˘̄
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
5 44.4% 83.3% 16.7%
7 22.2% 0% 0%
9 0% 0% 66.7%
11 33.3% 16.7% 16.7%

Table Twenty-six:˘̄ ¯¯̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
6a 16.2% 19.4% 27.3%
10a 83.8% 80.6% 72.7%
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Table Twenty-seven:˘̄ ˘̆ ¯̆
Positions Il. Od. Hesiod
6a 0% 8.3% 50.0%
10a 100% 91.7% 50.0%

Syntactic Localization

Not only are individual word shapes localized, but some syntactic patterns are
prone to localization, too.2 For example, at the end of a line one often finds a noun
shaped̄ ˘and a verb shaped˘̄ ¯̆

, such as¥lge’ œqhken in Il.1.2. I’ll represent
that pattern so:

¯
N

˘ ˘̄
V

¯̆
12, 6a

Again using the convention that the shape is localized by the last position, this
pattern can occur in positions 12 or 6a. In the schemataV is a verb,N a noun,p a
pronoun,a an adjective,av an adverb andpcp a participle. A single bar is a word
boundary, the double bar the caesura.

Before the caesura:

¯¯̆̆̄ ¯ 5, 3 pcp, av, a, V (3)

˘̄
V

˘ 6a, 12

¯
V

˘ 6a, 2a

¯̆̆̄ ¯
V

˘ 6a

¯̆̆̄ ¯
V 5

¯
N

˘ ˘
a

¯ 3, 5 ¢ndrˆ f…lJ, ce‹raj ™m£j

¯
N

¯̆̆̄ ¯¯̆̆̄
a

¯ 5 'Il…ou a„peinÁj, œgce� calke…J

2This section is based on Joseph A. Russo’sThe Structural Formula in Homeric Verse, Yale
Classical Studies, 20:219-40. I’m not prepared to accept the concept of a structuralformula, but
the appendix contains useful and interesting localization information.
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Note that in this group the noun and adjective agree:

¯
N

˘ ˘
p

¯ ¯̆̆̄
a

¯ (˘) 5 (6a) nhusˆn œpi glafurÍsi

¯
N

˘ ˘
p

¯¯̆̆̄
a

¯ (˘) 5 (6a) nÚkta di’ ¢mbros…hn

¯
N

¯̆̆̄ ¯
p

¯̆̆̄
a

¯ (˘) 5 (6a) oÙranÕn ™j polÚcalkon

¯
a

¯̆̆̄ ¯
p

¯̆̆̄
N

¯ (˘) 5 (6a) poik…lou ™k d…froio

¯̆ ˘
a

¯ ¯̆̆̄
p

¯̆̆̄
N

¯ 5 ¹metšrJ œni o‡kJ

¯¯̆̆̄
a

¯ ¯̆̆̄
N

¯ (˘) 5 (6a) skhptoàcoi basilÁej

¯
N

˘ ˘̄ ¯̆̆̄
pcp

¯(˘) 5 (6a) ƒstÕn ™poicomšnhn

¯
av ˙̇
˙ ˘

˙̇
˙ ˘̄ ¯̆̆̄

pcp

¯(˘) 5 (6a) œnqa kaqezÒmenoi, ¨y ¢ponost»sein

After the caesura:

¯
N

˘ ˘̄
V

¯̆
12, 6a ¥lge’ œqhken, màqon œeipe

¯̆̆̄
p

¯
N

˘ ˘̄
V

¯̆
12 met¦ d’ „Õn ›hke, ™pˆ màqon œtellen

¯̆
N

˘ ¯
V

¯̆
12 ¥lgea teÚcei, ne…kea b£llei

¯¯̆̆̄
pcp

¯¯̆
12 a„qomšnoio, cwomšnoio, ™rcomen£wn

(˘)
¯̆̆̄

N

¯¯̆̆̄
a, pcp

¯¯̆
12 oÙranoà ¢sterÒentoj

¯̆
N

˘ ¯
a

¯̆
12, 10a, 6a Órkia pist£, ½mata p£nta

¯̆
V

˘ ¯
N

¯̆
12 êlesa laÒn, †keto qumÒn

¯̆
a

˘ ¯
N

¯̆
12, 10a o‡nopa pÒnton, n»pia tškna

Crossing the caesura:

(˘) ¯
p

¯̆̆̄ ¯
N

˘ ˘̄
pcp, V

7 ™n kon…Vsi pesèn, ™nˆ st»qessi balèn

With noun and adjective agreeing:

¯
N

˘ ˘̄ ˙̇
˙ ¯̆̆̄

˙̇
˙ ¯

V

˘ ˘
a

¯ 7 pa‹da d’ ™moˆ lÚsaite f…lhn

noàson ¢n¦ str£ton ðrse kak»n

8


